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TO:  Historic Landmarks Commission  
 
FROM: Nicole Hernandez, City Urban Historian 
 
SUBJECT: Initial Public Comment on Proposed Amendments to the Historic 

Resources Ordinance - Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 30.157 
  
Purpose 

This Memorandum provides the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) with initial 
information related to the number of written public comments received and a breakdown of 
topics identified by the public concerning the draft Historic Resources Ordinance (HRO).  The 
HLC meeting on May 27, 2020, will serve as an opportunity for Staff to update the HLC on the 
public comments received to date, accept additional public comments from the community, 
and allow the Commission to make their individual comments and provide direction to Staff 
for recommended changes to the draft HRO.  All written comments received to date are 
included with this Memorandum and will be available to review on the HRO Amendments 
website, at SantaBarbaraCA.gov/HROAmendments. 

Previous Hearing: 

On April 29, 2020, the HLC held a public meeting to “kick-off” the public review period for the 
draft HRO.  The HLC received a Staff presentation summarizing the proposed amendments to 
the HRO.  On April 30, 2020, the draft HRO was posted on the City’s Major Planning Efforts 
webpage for public review. 

Initial Public Comment 

Between April 30, 2020 (release of the draft HRO) and preparing this Memorandum, Staff has 
received seven written public comments, which were transmitted to the Commission via email 
on May 22, 2020 and posted on the HRO Amendments webpage and the HLC City’s webpage.  
The following summarizes the major themes and topics identified in the six initial public 
comments received. 

Historic Districts  
• Recommend 51-60 % of buildings within a district be contributing resources in a 

district 
• Recommend 51-60 % of property owners support historic district designation   
• Establish subsequent historic districts through resolution vs. ordinance 
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Historic Resources Protection/Designation 
• Include protections of Historic Resources through “buffers” 
• Expand on the significance of relocating structures to ensure it retains its significance 
• Note implications of City Council denying a designation even if the property has 

overwhelming evidence it is significant 

Noticing 

• Noticing only abutting structure owners for Landmark designations is limited 
• Consider a wider radius distance for noticing designations 

Formatting 
• Consolidate repetitive findings into a single section 
• Include tables or matrixes showing where definitions concur and differ 

Definitions 
• Reference Section SBMC 22.12 addressing archeological resources  
• Include “demolition by neglect” in definition of Demolition 
• Incorporate Cultural Landscapes and Cultural Resources 

Miscellaneous Suggestions and Questions 
• Provide a Handbook to improve public understanding 
• Clarify Council Appeal statement regarding “No new evidence, either oral or written, 

shall be allowed absent compelling exigent circumstances.”  
o Does this wording suggest no new public comment will be allowed?  
o It contradicts SBMC § 1.30.050.C. Appeals from Administrative Decisions 

• Address how archeological sites are designated or nominated as Landmarks. 
• Can Landmark or Structure of Merit designations be reversed? 

 
Public Comment and Next Meeting 

Initial public comments on the draft HRO will continue to be accepted through Sunday, June 
7, 2020.  Thereafter, public comments can be made prior to, or during, future publicly noticed 
Commission hearings.  A revised draft HRO (SBMC Chapter 30.157) addressing the 
Commission’s direction received on May 27, 2020, will be available for public review and 
posted on the City’s website prior to a future HLC meeting to consider the proposed HRO 
amendments at: SantaBarbaraCA.gov/HROAmendments 
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